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Town  of  Leduc 


1.  LOCATION 

South  half  of  section  35-49-25-W4  in  Census  Division  No.  11:  18  miles 
south  of  Edmonton  on  Highway  No.  2.  It  is  the  terminal  point  of  Highway  No. 
39  Leduc  to  Breton  and  Drayton  Valley,  and  on  the  main  line  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway,  to  Calgary  and  on  the  C.P.R.  line  to  Saskatoon,  and  on  the 
Hoadley  subdivision  of  C.P.R. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

2394  feet  Latitude  53/16  Longtitude  113/33 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Mean  summer  temperature  54°F. 

Mean  winter  temperature  20°F. 

Mean  yearly  temperature  37°F. 

Note:  The  foregoing  is  estimated  from  data  obtained  from  the  nearest  weather  station. 
There  is  no  record  of  all  year  -feather  conditions  for  this  district. 

4.  RAINFALL 

Average  rainfall  12.74  inches 

Average  snowfall  46.4  inches 

Average  total  precipitation  17.38  inches 

Note:  The  foregoing  is  estimated  from  data  obtained  from  the  nearest  weather  station. 
There  is  no  record  of  all  year  weather  conditions  for  this  district. 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  rocks  underlying  the  glacial  deposits  in  the  Leduc  area  are 
sandstones  and  sandy  shales  which  were  deposited  in  the  large  fresh  water 
lakes  that  covered  the  region  in  an  age  which  is  termed  "Upper  Cretaceous" 
by  the  geological  time  scale.  These  sediments,  which  are  named  the  "Edmonton 
Formation"  ore  coal  bearing.  They  are  the  source  of  coal  in  such  centres  as 
Edmonton  and  Drumheller.  Further  interest  has  been  taken  in  these  bed.s 
because  they  are  one  of  the  horizons  of  Alberta  in  which,  in  other  parts  of 
Alberta,  the  fossil  remains  of  dinosaur  ore  found. 

6.  SOIL 

Leduc  lies  in  the  Black  soil  zone. 

Profile 

The  normal  profile  has  a black  to  very  dark  brown  surface  (A)  horizon 
that  averages  about  12  to  14  inches  in  depth.  The  more  compact  (B)  horizon  is 
brown  to  dork  brown,  and  the  lime  layer  (Bca)  is  usually  found  30  to  40  inches 
below  the  surface. 

Fertility 

Soils  in  this  zone  ore  the  most  fertile  in  the  province.  They  have  in  the 
first  foot  of  depth  from  three  to  four  times  as  much  nitrogen  and  organic  matter 
as  the  overage  brown  or  gray  wooded  soil.  Every  precaution  should  be  taken 
to  see  that  they  are  not  allowed  to  deteriorate. 

Vegetation 

Grassland  which  has  been  partially  invaded  by  woodlands  (mainly 
deciduous  trees)  — often  referred  to  as  parkland. 

1 


Land  Use 

A high  percentage  of  the  zone  is  arable.  Wheat  of  fairly  good  quality 
con  be  grown  but  mixed  farming,  including  the  use  of  fertilizer  when  needed, 
is  desirable  from  the  standpoint  of  both  profit  and  permanence.  Alfalfa  for  a 
hay  crop  is  grown  extensively  for  the  dairy  industry,  two  crops  being  cut  each 
\ year  normally. 

7.  HISTORICAL  HIGHUGHTS 

The  history  of  Leduc  begins  in  the  year  1867  when  a telegraph  station 
was  established  at  this  point  and  named  Leduc  in  memory  of  a well  known 
pioneer  priest.  Father  Leduc.  He  was  a French  Oblate  priest  who  came  west 
in  1865  to  the  country  west  of  Edmonton.  He  spent  some  time  at  St.  Albert  and 
died  in  Edmonton  in  1918.  He  was  associated  with  the  widely  known  pioneer 
priest  Father  Lacombe. 

As  the  country  opened  up  a former  member  of  the  North-west  Mounted 
Police,  R.  T.  Telford,  homesteaded  at  the  west  end  of  a small  lake  which  now 
bears  his  name,  and  established  Telford's  Stopping  House.  By  order  of  Lieut- 
enant Governor  Dewdney  the  location  was  later  officially  named  Leduc. 

In  1891  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  was  completed  from  Calgary  to 
Strathcona,  bringing  in  its  wake  a large  influx  of  settlers.  The  present  townsite 
was  incorporated  as  a village  by  Order-in-Council  published  in  the  North  West 
Territories  Gazette  on  December  30,  1899.  The  land  included  in  the  village  con- 
sisted of  the  S.E.  ^/4  of  Section  35  and  the  N.E.  14  of  Section  26,  in  Township  29, 
Range  25,  West  4th  . An  overseer  was  elected  by  the  ratepayers  and  attended 
to  the  affairs  of  the  village. 


The  modern  Town  Hall  of  Leduc. 
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in-Council  dated  December  11,  1906.  The  first  mayor  was  Mr.  C.  W.  Gaetz,  who 
died  in  1956.  He  was  the  third  son  of  the  Reverend  Dr.  Gaetz,  founder  of  the 
city  of  Red  Deer. 

Records  indicate  the  first  school  was  built  about  1900  with  26  pupils 
attending.  "Bob"  Edwards,  who  later  became  well  known  as  the  editor  of  The 
Calgary  "Eye  Opener",  settled  in  Leduc  and  published  a newspaper  in  op- 
position to  Leduc  Record,  which  later  was  renamed  The  Enterprise,  still  later 
The  Representative,  the  named  used  by  the  publishers  today.  Leduc,  favour- 
ably known  as  a good  business  town  and  centre  of  one  of  the  best  diversified 
farming  districts  of  Alberta,  hit  the  headlines  across  Canada  and  the  United 
States  when  the  Imperial  Oil  Company,  after  drilling  one  hundred  and  thirty 
three  consecutive  dry  holes,  discovered  oil  a few  miles  north  west  of  Leduc. 
This  well.  Imperial  Leduc  No.  1,  came  into  production  on  February  13,  1947. 
One  of  the  most  spectacular  wells  in  the  oil  field  was  Atlantic  No.  3 which  went 
out  of  control  on  March  8,  1948,  and  ran  wild,  pouring  oil  over  the  countryside 
and  finally  catching  fire  on  September  6.  It  is  calculated  one  and  a quarter 
million  barrels  of  oil  and  vast  quantities  of  natural  gas  were  erupted  from  this 
well.  The  fire  was  finally  extinguished  and  the  well  put  on  production  on 
September  9,  1948. 


Many  of  the  details  of  the  opening  up  of  the  Leduc  district  after  the 
coming  of  the  railway,  with  stories  of  the  pioneer  families,  ore  contained  in  a 
184  page  publication,  "From  Frontier  Days  in  Leduc  and  District,  1891  to  1956", 
edited  by  Mr.  Clarence  Stout,  well  known  newspaper  man  now  retired  and 
living  in  Edmonton. 

8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

Since  the  discovery  of  the  Leduc  oilfields  the  town  of  Leduc  has  ex- 
panded rapidly.  There  has  been  extensive  building  both  of  homes  and  commer- 
cial structures  and  extensive  public  works  projects  such  as  construction  of  water 
and  sewer  mains,  sidewalks,  curbs  and  gutters  and  street  paving.  The  skid 
shacks,  converted  garages  and  woodsheds  hastily  renovated  to  house  the 


big  influx  of  oil  workers  have  almost  all  been  demolished  or  removed.  New 
homes  are  mostly  frame  or  frame  and  stucco  construction  having  from  two  to  six 
rooms.  Revenue  dwellings  rent  from  $45  to  $60  per  month.  There  is  a consid- 
erable number  of  two  and  three  roomed  suites,  fully  modern,  to  be  had  among 
the  town's  528  residences. 

Leduc  takes  pride  in  being  known  as  A Pleasant  Place  in  which  to 
Live.  Offering  all  the  facilities  of  a city  it  has  that  friendly  atmosphere  of  a 
good  sized  small  town. 

The  surrounding  country  is  broken  by  groves  of  deciduous  trees.  Oil 
wells  with  their  tank  farms  lie  mostly  to  the  west,  intermingled  with  prosperous 
looking  farm  homes.  In  the  other  directions  the  countryside  has  many  fine  form 
homes  surrounded  by  good  groves  of  trees  and  is  largely  given  to  prosperous 
dairy  farming. 

There  are  thirty  eight  class  rooms  in  the  schools  teaching  up  to  grade 
12,  along  with  vocational  and  commercial  subjects. 

Seven  churches  serve  the  town  and  community.  A new  modern 
theatre  in  town  and  a new  modern  drive-in  theatre  just  west  of  town  a mile 
provide  entertainment.  A covered  arena  was  built  by  public  subscription  in 
1953,  an  artificial  ice  plant  was  installed  for  four  sheets  of  ice  in  the  fine  curl- 
ing club  building  in  1955. 

Average  Rent 

5 roomed  house  all  utilities  $60.00  per  month 

4 roomed  house  all  utilities  $55.00  per  month 

3 and  4 room  suites,  all  utilities  $45.00  per  month 

Over  70%  of  the  homes  are  owner-occupied  but  a great  shortage 
exists  of  houses  and  apartments. 

9.  ADMINISTRATION 

Town  affairs  ore  governed  by  the  mayor,  elected  for  two  years,  and 
six  councillors,  two  of  which  are  elected  each  year  for  three  year  terms.  The 
mayor  appoints  each  year  six  standing  committees.  Public  Works,  Finance, 
Police  and  By-laws,  Town  Property,  Utilities  and  Fire-Light-Welfare  and  Civil 
Defence.  Each  committee  deals  with  their  own  problems  and  reports  to  the 
council  for  approval.*  The  council  meets  once  a month  with  special  meetings 
called  frequently  at  the  request  of  the  mayor.  The  secretary-treasurer  carries 
out  the  orders  of  the  council. 

10.  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 

Building  by-laws  in  Leduc  conform  to  the  National  Building  Code  of 
Canada.  All  new  buildings,  alterations,  removal  of,  moving  into  and  moving 
out  of  the  town  must  be  approved  by  the  Building  Inspector  who  reports 
monthly  to  the  council.  The  town  is  a member  of  the  Edmonton  District  Planning 
Commission  which,  in  1955,  prepared  a comprehensive  "General  Plan  for  the 
Town". 


The  Electrical  Code  conforms  to  the  requirements  of  the  Alberta  Elec- 
trical Protection  Act. 

Sanitary  regulations  conform  to  the  Provincial  Health  Regulations. 

The  town  has  its  own  police  force  consisting  of  one  full  time  constable 
and  two  part  time  constables.  The  R.C.M. Police  detachment  stationed  in  Leduc 
hove  assisted  whenever  their  services  have  been  sought. 
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11.  HRE  PROTECTION 

The  town  has  an  active  volunteer  fire  brigade  of  twenty  members. 
Their  equipment  consists  of  a new  combination  pumper,  booster  and  300-gal. 
water  tank,  mounted  on  a Dodge  K-8  chassis  with  171-inch  wheelbase  and  a 
five-speed  synchro  transmission.  The  unit  carries  1200  feet  of  2%  inch  hose, 
400  feet  of  1 % inch  hose,  200  feet  of  1 inch  booster  hose,  two  lengths  of  suctioii 
hose,  ladders,  nozzles,  gas  masks,  oxygen  masks,  extinguishers  and  other  ac- 
cessories. The  pump  is  a Class  A pump  which  will  deliver  625  gallons  of  water 
per  minute  at  1 50  pounds  pressure.  The  town  has  also  a 300  gallon  tank  mount- 
ed on  a Mercury  chassis  with  pump,  and  a wheeled  hose  reel  carrying  1000 
feet  of  2%  inch  hose.  The  town  still  has  in  good  condition  their  first  pumper, 
bought  in  1907.  The  pump  is  still  capable  of  delivering  a good  volume  of  water 
as  was  demonstrated  at  the  time  of  the  disastrous  explosion  of  the  Waldorf  Hotel 
in  1949.  Eighteen  hydrants  ore  located  throughout  the  town  so  that  no  building 
is  more  than  1000  feet  from  a hydrant. 

21.  TOWN  PROPERTY 

The  town  has  an  18-acre  pork  located  within  two  blocks  of  the  busi- 
ness section,  in  which  is  located  hardball  and  softball  diamonds,  tennis  court 
areas,  the  arena  which  was  turned  over  to  the  town  by  the  citizens  committee 
who  sponsored  its  erection,  the  four  sheet  curling  rink  which  leases  its  location 
from  the  town,  and  the  Boy  Scout  Hall.  In  the  treed  area  of  the  park  adjacent 
to  the  highway  are  wayside  tables  and  facilities  for  tourists 

At  the  south  end  of  the  pork  the  town  operates  a trailer  parking  lot. 

Other  town  property  includes  the  new  Town  Hall  built  in  1955,  which 
houses  the  council  chambers,  general  administration  and  secretary's  office, 
the  police  office  and  two  cells  and  the  library.  The  library  is  operated  by  the 
Women's  Institute.  The  town  built  in  1955  a new  five  stall  Fire  Hall,  with  large 
meeting  room.  This  room  is  made  available  to  all  local  organizations  of  a 
non-profit  nature  for  their  meetings.  The  town  has  also  a foreman's  shop  build- 
ing. Town  cemetery  is  just  outside  town  limits. 


Leduc  has  modern  fire  fighting  equipment. 
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Besides  the  fire  fighting  units  the  town  has  a three  ton  truck,  motor 
grader,  tractor  with  bucket,  dozer  and  overhead  loader,  second  tractor  with 
compressor  and  back-hoe,  street  sweeper,  mobile  steam  unit  for  thawing  cul- 
verts, electrical  unit  for  thawing  frozen  water  services. 

13.  SANITATION 

Garbage  and  refuse  is  collected  twice  a week  throughout  the  town  by  a 
contractor.  The  town  by-law  requiring  all  places  of  business  and  homes  to 
hove  proper  garbage  receptacles  and  stands  is  rigidly  enforced.  Sewer  mains 
serve  better  than  80  percent  of  the  residences  of  the  town.  The  sanitary  in- 
spector maintains  a regular  check  on  all  phases  of  sanitary  conditions. 

14.  TAX  STRUCTURE 

Land,  100%  of  fair  value 
Improvements,  100%  of  value 
Business,  square  foot  basis 
Electric  Light  and  Power 
Personal  Property 
Total  Assessment 

Mill  Rate  1957 

Municipal  School  Hospital  Total 

14  31  6 51  mills 

Business  tax  rote  30  mills.  Personal  Property  tax  35  mills. 

15.  AREAS 

Area  of  the  town  333  acres 

Streets  and  lanes  80  acres 

Miles  of  Roads,  Streets  and  Sidewalks 

Asphalt  Gravel  Ungrovelled 

Provincial 

and  main  2 % 

Streets 

and  lanes  7%  3% 

Sidewalks 

16.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAINS 

Storm  sewers  Nil 

Sanitary  Sewers  4%  miles 

Water  mains  5 miles 

Sewage  is  treated  at  an  Imhoff  plant  one  half  mile  from  town  and  the 
effluent  empties  into  Telford  Lake,  on  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  town.  This 
plant  was  designed  to  accommodate  a population  of  between  2500  and  3000 
people. 

Sewer  Rotes 

Domestic:  Minimum  $3.00  per  month. 

Commercial  and  industrial:  Scale  of  charges  dependent  on  type  of 
business. 

17.  WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  an  impounded  reservoir  covering  25  acres, 
one  quarter  of  a mile  west  of  the  town.  This  reservoir  is  fed  by  a small  creek 
and  is  dammed  to  hold  16  acre  feet  of  water.  The  water  is  treated  in  a modern 
treament  plant  before  being  pumped  into  the  water  mains.  There  ore  also  two 
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Unopened  Cement  Plonk 


y2 


5 % 


Net  Taxable  Assessment  for  1957 

$ 559,760.00 
1,282,910.00 
219,550.00 

51.200.00 

70.525.00 
$2,183,945.00 


standby  wells  in  the  town.  Water  is  pumped  into  a 50,000  gallon  storage  tank 
which  maintains  a constant  pressure  of  50  lbs.  pressure  per  sq.  in.  through; 
out  the  system.  A considerable  number  of  homes  are  still  using  water  from 
their  own  wells,  such  being  in  operation  with  pressure  systems  prior  to  the 
construction  of  the  town's  supply  system.  Most  of  these  homes  are  also  con- 
nected to  the  town  system. 

Cold  water  and  deep  penetrating  frost  have  combined  to  present  a 
problem  to  the  town  which  has  been  effectively  reduced  by  the  heating  of 
the  entire  municipal  supply.  Forunately,  the  town  is  blessed  with  on  obund; 
ance  of  cheap  natural  gas  from  the  adjacent  oil  fields  but  the  results  ore  so 
positive  the  procedure  is  worthy  of  study  where  frost  is  a problem. 

Water  is  drown  from  the  bottom  of  the  reservoir  in  the  wet  well  of  a 
125  gallons-per-minute  water  treatment  plant  which  features  aeration,  floccula- 
tion, sedimentation  and  filtration. 

In  winter  the  raw  water  has  the  following  characteristics:  Color — 
highly  colored,  organic  brown;  hardness  — 190  parts  per  million  carbonate 
hardness.  Average  temperature  of  incoming  water  — 34  degrees  F. 

The  mains  in  the  town  are  asbestos  cement  with  a minimum  bury  of 
eight  feet.  All  mains  ore  located  on  the  streets  where  snow  cover  is  least  and 
frost  penetration  as  a result  is  greatest. 

Hot  water  is  circulated  by  a centrifugal  pump  through  two  1-inch 
locally  fabricated  copper  coils  which  were  installed  beside  the  low  lift  pump. 

As  there  is  a time  lag  in  the  passage  of  water  through  the  wet  well, 
flocculator  and  settling  basin,  accurate  control  of  temperature  is  not  essential, 
because  the  incoming  water  temperature,  the  output  of  the  low-lift  pump  and 
the  boiler  are  constant  for  all  practical  purposes. 


By  attention  twice  each  shift  the  plant  operator  is  able  to  maintain 
a constant  temperature  of  the  plant  discharge  between  40  to  44  degrees  F. 


A view  of  Leduc's  main  thoroughfare. 
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Results  cere  very  satisfying.  There  were  no  frozen  mains  and  only  five 
reports  of  services  freezing  near  dead-end  mains  during  the  past  winter.  The 
decrease  in  the  amount  of  chemicals  fed  since  the  heating  system  was  installed 
is  about  25  percent,  resulting  in  a saving  of  about  $60  a month  in  the  cost  of 
the  chemicals. 

Water  Rates 

Domestic:  $2.50  per  month  for  minimum  of  1500  gallons,  additional 
gallons  at  rate  of  $1.00  per  1000  gallons. 

Commercial  and  industrial:  $2.50  minimum,  additional  scale  of 
charges  dependent  on  gallons  used. 

Water  Analysis,  April  1957 

Ports 

Total  solids 
Ignition  loss 
Hardness 
Sulphates 
Chlorides 
Alkalinity 

Nature  of  Alkalinity 
Nitrites 
Nitrates 
Iron 

Remarks:  Chemically  this  water 

18.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  under  franchise  by  Calgary 
Power  Limited. 

Domestic  Service 

Available  only  for  lighting,  heating,  cooking,  domestic  power  and 
ordinary  uses  in  private  houses  and  apartments,  used  exclusively  for  residen- 
tial purposes. 

First  20  KWH's  (or  less)  per  month,  $2.60  gross  minimum. 

Subject  to  30c  prompt  payment  discount,  making  $2.30  net  minimum. 
All  over  20  KWH's  used  per  month,  IVac  net  per  KWH. 

Note:  Discount  of  30c  applies  on  all  bills  paid  within  discount  period. 

The  foregoing  rate  applies  where  the  maximum  demand  does  not  ex- 
ceed 5 kilowatts.  Where  the  demand  exceeds  5 kilowatts,  an  additional 
monthly  demand  charge  of  50c  per  kilowatt  will  be  made. 

Commercial  Service 

Available  where  other  rates  listed  do  not  apply. 

Service  Charge 

First  500  watts  of  installed  capacity,  30c  per  month  (Va  KW). 

Each  additional  250  watts  of  installed  capacity,  10c  per  month  (each 
odditional  y4  KW). 


per  Million 

152 

58 

20 

29 

0 

50 

Bicarbonate  of  lime  and  magnesium 


2.0 

is  suitable  after  the  iron  settles  out. 
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Energy  Charge 

First  50  KWH's  per  month  per  KW  of  installation  10c  per  KWH 
Next  150  KWH's  per  month  per  KW  of  installation  5c  per  KWH 

All  over  200  KWH's  per  month  per  KW  of  installation  2^Ac  per  KWH 

Discount 

Ten  percent,  if  paid  within  discount  period — based  on  the  even  dollars 
only  of  total  bill,  with  a minimum  discount  of  30c. 

Minimum  Charge 

$1.80  gross;  $1.50  net,  per  month. 

Power  Service 

(A.C.)  Available  for  motors,  rectifiers,  commercial  heating  apparatus, 
etc.,  in  commercial  establishments. 

Service  Charge 

$1.00  per  month  per  kilovolt-ampere  (KVA)  of  installation  (one  motor 
horsepower  or  one  kilowatt  in  heating  apparatus  to  be  considered  equivalent 
to  1 KVA). 

Energy  Charge 

First  50  KWH's  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  5c  per  KWH 

Next  50  KWH's  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  3 l/3c  per  KWH 
Over  100  KWH's  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  1 2/3c  per  KWH 

Discount 

Ten  percent,  if  paid  within  discount  period — based  on  the  even  dollars 
only  of  total  bill,  with  a minimum  discount  of  30c. 

Minimiun  Charge 

$3.30  gross;  $3.00  net  per  month. 

19.  FUELS 

Natural  gas  is  supplied  under  franchise  by  Plains-Western  Natural 
Gas  (5c  Electric  Ltd.,  from  the  Leduc-Woodbend  field,  "rhe  calorific  value  of  this 
gas  is  1260  b.t.u.  per  cubic  foot  at  50°  and  14  lbs.  absolute  pressure.. 

Availability 

Available  to  all  consumers.  Minimum  charge  $2.00. 

First  2 M.C.F.  $2.00 
Next  30  M.C.F.  48c 

Next  30  M.C.F.  40c 

Next  58  M.C.F.  38c 

Next  80  M.C.F.  33c 

Next  200  M.C.F.  29c 

Rates  for  commercial  and  industrial  businesses  can  be  negotiated 
with  the  suppliers,  depending  on  consumption  and  time  of  the  year  such  might 
be  used  in  large  quantities. 

The  company  has  offered  a reduction  of  3.5  cents  per  M.C.F.  which  is 
being  considered  at  this  time  (July  1957)  by  the  town  council. 

20.  L.P.  GAS  AND  DIESEL  FUEL 
L.P.  Gas 

Calorific  value  2500  b.t.u.  per  cubic  foot  at  60°F.  100  lbs.  cylinders 
$6.00.  Bulk  30c  per  gallon.  Storage  for  1000  gallons. 

9 


Diesel  Fuel 

Heat  value  16,800  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60°F.  Summer  grade  17 Vac  per 
gallon  plus  Ic  tax.  Winter  grade  16.4c  per  gallon  plus  Ic  tax.  Storage  cap- 
acity 20,000  gallons. 

21.  COAL 

Coal,  used  in  the  rural  areas,  is  obtained  from  the  Edmonton  field. 

22.  LOCAL  RESOURCES 

Sand,  gravel,  cereals,  dairy  products,  gas  and  oil,  poultry  and  eggs, 
cattle,  sheep  and  hogs,  honey,  garden  produce. 

23.  GOVERNMENT  OFHCES  AND  SERVICES  (ADMINISTRATIVE) 

Federal 

Post  office;  R.C.M.P.  detachment. 

Provincial 

Alberta  Government  Telephones  (automatic  exchange);  District  Agri- 
culturist; Alberta  Government  Liquor  Store. 

Municipal.  Rural 

Municipal  District  of  Leduc  No.  75  office  and  work  shops;  Leduc  School 
Division  No.  49  office  and  repair  shop;  Leduc  Seed  Cleaning  Plant. 

Municipal.  Town 

Town  hall,  secretary's  office  and  general  administration  office,  council 
chambers,  police  constable's  office,  library. 

24.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  town  has  an  agreement  for  hospitalization  with  each  of  the  four 
Edmonton  hospitals  and  the  Wetaskiwin  Community  hospital,  whereby  rate- 
payers and  contract  holders  may  receive  hospitalization  in  a standard  ward 


One  of  Leduc's  fine  new  churches. 
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for  $2.00  per  day.  This  includes  special  services,  medicines,  etc.,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions. Non-property  owners  may  get  hospitalization  privileges  by  obtaining 
a contract  for  $14.00  per  year. 

The  town  belongs  to  the  Leduc-Strathcona  Health  Unit,  whose  med- 
ical health  officer,  sanitary  inspector  and  nurses  make  periodic  checks  of 
the  town's  eating  establishments,  and  physical  well  being  of  pre-school  and 
school  age  children. 

There  ore  also  2 practising  physicians  and  surgeons,  2 dentists,  1 
veterinarian,  2 drug  stores. 

25.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  SERVICES 

(not  including  health  services) 

Type  of  Service  Number  of  Establishments 

Barristers  and  Solicitors  2 

Beauty  Parlours  2 

Barber  Shops  3 

Watch  Repairs  1 

26.  TRANSPORTATION 

Canadian  Pacific  Railway  between  Edmonton  and  Calgary. 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  between  Edmonton  and  Saskatoon. 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway's  Hoadley  spur-line  to  Lacombe,  serving 
towns  and  communities  west,  tri-weekly. 

Greyhound  Bus  Lines,  four  services  each  way  daily  from  Edmonton 
to  Calgary;  one  daily  each  way  to  Red  Deer. 

Canadian  Coachways,  one  daily  each  way  to  Thorsby  and  Breton. 
One  taxi  stand. 

Daily  truck  freight  hauling  to  and  from  Edmonton. 


27.  NEWSPAPERS 

Leduc  Representative,  weekly,  circulation  2600.  The  Representative 
Publishing  Company  also  publishes  The  Western  Messenger,  a newspaper 
with  circulation  of  2400  which  serves  a large  area  to  the  west  of  Leduc. 

28.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Canadian  Pacific  Telegraph 
Alberta  Government  Telephones 
Post  office. 

Nearest  radio  stations  — Edmonton,  CJCA,  CFRN,  CBX,  CKUA,  CHFA 

CHED. 

Nearest  television  transmitter  — CFRN,  Edmonton. 

29.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Bank  of  Montreal 
Royal  Bank  of  Canada 
Treasury  Branch  agent 

30.  HOTELS  (Licensed) 

No.  of  Rooms  Single  Rote  Doily 

New  Waldorf  Hotel  31  $2.00  and  $3.00 

31.  TOURIST  CAMPS  AND  TRAILER  PARKING  COURTS 

Three,  125  stalls.  One  trailer  camp  and  motel  under  construction. 

32.  CHURCHES 

Anglican,  Roman  Catholic,  United,  Baptist,  Lutheran  (2),  Jehovah  Wit- 
ness, Salvation  Army. 


33.  LODGES 

Masons,  Elks,  Eastern  Star,  Royal  Purple. 


Students  attend  fine  new  schools  at  Leduc. 
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34.  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Lions  Club,  Board  of  Trade,  Canadian  Legion,  Legion  Auxiliary, 
Women's  Institute. 

35.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Red  Cross,  St.  John  Ambulance,  Home  cmd  School  Association. 

36.  SCHOOLS 

The  town  schools  are  in  the  Leduc  School  Division  No.  49.  There  is  an 
elementary  school  with  20  teachers  and  a high  school  with  18  teachers.  Grades 
1 to  12  are  taught  along  with  vocational  training  subjects  such  as  woodwork- 
ing, home  economics,  commercial,  industrial  art,  French,  bookkeeping  and 
shorthand.  Schools  are  crowded  and  additional  accommodation  is  being  built 
each  year.  Eleven  school  vans  transport  pupils  from  the  adjacent  rural  area. 

37.  THEATRES  AND  HALLS 


Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Kitchen 

Gaiety  Theatre 

300 

yes 

yes 

no 

Legion  Hall 

200 

yes 

yes 

yes 

Elks  Hall 

150 

no 

yes 

yes 

Boy  Scout  Hall 

(under  construction) 

38.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

The  Public  Library  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Women's  Institute. 
It  is  located  in  new  modern  quarters  in  the  town  hall.  The  library  is  supported 
by  the  town,  by  local  subscription  and  usual  provincial  grants. 

Handicraft  exhibitions  hove  been  held  under  the  sponsorship  of  the 
Women's  Institute. 

39.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boy  Scouts,  Wolf  Cubs,  Sea  Cadets,  High  School  Recreation  Club, 
Teen  Town,  Young  People's  Groups  in  each  church  organization.  Rifle  Club, 
Leduc  School  Band  and  Leduc  Senior  Band,  organized  sports,  midget  and 
juvenile  baseball  and  hockey. 

40.  SPORTS 

Hockey,  intermediate  and  junior;  baseball,  senior  and  juvenile;  soft- 
ball,  men's  and  women's;  curling;  skating;  covered  arena,  natural  ice;  curling 
rink  with  four  sheets  of  artificial  ice. 

41.  FAIRS 

4-H  Beef  Club  yearly  show  and  sale  held  in  conjunction  with  the 
Board  of  Trade's  annual  sports  day  program. 

42.  HISTORICAL  SITES 

Location  of  one  of  telegraph  stations  linking  eastern  part  of  the  old 
Northwest  Territories  and  west,  established  prior  to  Riel  Rebellion.  Location 
also  of  one  of  main  stopping  houses  between  Calgary  and  Edmonton  prior 
to  coming  of  railroad.  Neither  marked. 

Marker  denoting  the  discovery  of  oil  in  area  located  few  miles  north 
of  the  town  on  No.  2 Highway. 

43.  CO-OPERATIVES 

United  Grain  Growers,  Northern  Alberta  Dairy  Pool. 
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44.  INDUSTRIES  AND  BUSINESSES 


3 to 
na  ® 
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3 to 
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Auto  Body  Repairs, 

Vulcanizing  

Auction  Markets  .... 
Auctioneers  

Bakeries  

Banks  

Barbers  

Blacksmiths  

Bulk  Oil  Delivery 

Tankers  

Butchers  


2 — — 2 

1 — — 1 

2 — — 2 

1111 

3 — — 3 

2 — — 2 

6 — — — 

3 3 3 3 


Cartage  & Delivery  

Cattle  and  Hog  Buyers  .. 

Chop  Mill  

Clothing  (Men's  excl.)  .. 
Clothing  (Women's  excl.) 

Coal  Dealers  

Cold  Storage  Lockers  .... 
Creameries  


2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


- 1 
1 1 


2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Department  Stores  

Doctors  

Drugs  

Dry  Cleaning  Plants  

Earth  Moving  and  Road 

Contractors  

Egg  Grading  Stations  .... 
Electrical  Appliances  .... 
Electrical  Contractors  .... 

Feed  & Grass  Sales  

Feed  Mixing  

Funeral  Parlours  

Furniture  Stores  

Garages  and  Service 

Stations  

Grain  Elevators  

Grocery  Stores  


3 — — 3 

2 — — 2 

2 — — 2 

1 — — 1 


2 — — 2 

1 — — 1 

2 — — 2 

1 — — 1 

1 — — 1 

1 — — 1 

1 — — 1 


9 — — 9 

4 (total  cap. 

170,000  bus.) 

3 — — 3 


Implement  Dealers  6 

Insurance  & Real  Estate  3 


6 

3 


Jewellers 


1 


Law  Offices  2 

Laundries  1 

Lumber  Yards  1 


2 

1 

1 


Milk  Distributors  

Motels  

(one  more  under 
construction) 

Oil  Distributors  

Oil  Pipe  Line  Construc- 
tion Companies  

Oil  Well  Drilling  Yards 
Oil  Well  Servicing 

Companies  

Photographers  

Plumbers  

Pool  Halls  

Printing  Shops  

Radio  and  T.V.  Sales 

and  Repairs  

Restaurants  


1—11 

1 — — ] 


3 — 3 — 

2 — — 2 

1 — — 1 

3 — — 3 

1—11 
2—22 
1 — — 1 

1111 


2 — — 2 

4 — — 4 


Shoe  Repairs  2 

Sign  Writers  1 


2 

1 


Tailor  Shop  1 

Theatres  1 

Tinsmiths  1 

Transport  Companies  for 

Oil  Equipment  3 

Trailer  Courts  1 

(one  more  under 
construction) 


3 

1 


Variety  Stores  1 

Veterinarians  1 


1 

1 


Hair  Dressers  2 

Hardware  Stores  3 

Hotels  1 


Welders  (portable, 

oil  field  work)  4 


45.  SITES 

The  town  owns  a few  industrial  sites  and  a new  residential  area  has 
been  surveyed.  Three  other  residential  divisions  are  in  the  course  of  develop- 
ment. There  are  a considerable  number  of  privately  owned  properties,  both 
residential  and  industrial. 

46.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Leduc  can  provide  an  opportunity  for  any  industry  that  con  use  the 
district's  resources  or  provide  a needed  service  for  the  trading  area.  Industrial 
sites  ore  available  adjacent  to  trackage  and  the  No.  2 or  No.  39  Highways. 
Industries  servicing  aircraft,  due  to  the  proximity  of  the  new  Edmonton  Inter- 
national Airport  can  be  located  readily. 

14 


47.  TRADING  AREA 

To  the  north  six  to  eight  miles,  west  six  to  eight  miles,  south  ten  to 
twelve  miles  and  east  twelve  to  fifteen  miles. 

48.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1957  census  6,800 

Town  population  1957  census  2,053 

49.  NOTES  ON  LEDUC  AND  DISTRICT 

The  Edmonton  District  Planning  Commission  has  prepared  for  the 
town  and  municipal  district  (members  of  the  Commission)  comprehensive  Gen- 
eral Plans  which  deal  with  every  phase  of  economic  and  cultural  development. 
These  plans  were  prepared  prior  to  it  being  known  the  Edmonton  International 
Airport  was  to  be  built  in  the  municipal  district  and  within  three  miles  of  the 
town.  Such  a construction  is  bound  to  affect  Leduc,  especially  as  a housing 
centre  for  construction  workers,  and  for  maintenance  and  operational  staff 
when  the  project  is  completed.  Already  many  who  are  employed  in  Edmonton 
or  in  field  work  for  oil  and  construction  firms  have  built  or  rented  homes  in 
Leduc,  preferring  to  live  in  the  environment  of  a small  town  with  all  the  facil- 
ities. 

While  the  discovery  of  oil  focussed  the  attention  on  Leduc,  the  price 
of  farm  land  indicates  the  position  of  the  farmers  of  the  district  and  the  returns 
being  made  from  farm  produce.  Many  of  the  Leduc  district  farmers  specialize 
in  dairy  herds,  poultry  and  hogs,  with  few  growing  grain  for  sale  to  any 
extent. 

Efficient  fire  protection  (due  to  two  up-to-date  fire  fighting  units  and 
active  volunteer  fire  brigade  and  fire  hydrants  located  stategically  throughout 
the  town)  is  reflected  in  insurance  rates  which  compare  favourably  with  cities 
many  times  Leduc's  size. 

Leduc  is  the  location  of  the  Eskimo  Technical  Training  School,  where 
40  Eskimos  from  all  parts  of  the  Arctic  Circle  are  brought  for  a three-month 
course  in  the  maintenance,  and  operation  of  heavy  machinery  used  on  the 
D.E.W.  (Distant  Early  Warning)  line.  This  course  was  established  by  the  Federal 
Department  of  Northern  Affairs. 
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